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SATURDAY, MARCH 38, 1857.

THE PUBLIC LANDS.

The immense donations of public land made of
late years by Congress to corporations within the
new States have awakened the attention of the

people <jf die oW. States to the subject, and of. lftr-

ie tiomatn may be of general interest at this time.

At the commencement of tTie Revolutionary war

there belonged to some of the States large tracts of
wild and unappropriated lands, whilst in others none

Buc-h existed. T^* States possessing no such lands

claimed that, af the war was waged with united
means and pfi&l sacrifices, the waste lauds which

misht be cq* [uered from the enemy should beccme

common .^operty, and, under the recommenda¬
tions o^Coagress, 10th October, 1780, " that the
< unappropriated lands which might be ceded tc

t th/United States by any particular State, pur-
< yaut to the recommendation of Congress of the
wh of September last, shall be disposed of/or
/the common benefit of the United States.

Virginia promptly made a cession of her vast do¬
main north of the river Ohio, out of which six
States have since been formed. The condition of
her cession (adopted substantially by other States)
was. that all the lands conveyed " shall be considered/
< as a common fund for the use and benefit of such of
1 the United States as have become or shall becom^
* members of the confederacy or federal alliance
* the said States, Virginia inclusive, according
* their usual respective proportions in the genetil
* chanre and expenditure, and shall be faithfu/ly
< and bona fide disposed of for that purpose, and
* for no other use or purpose whatever." Thus fere

the lands ceded, accepted, and held in trust. How
they have since been disposed of, in total disregard
of the conditions of the trust, the history of the

country tells in the annals of Congressional legis¬
lation.

In disregard of the plain obligations of fhe trust,
President Jackson, in the early days of his ad¬

ministration, proposed to cede the lands thus ac-

.miireti. a,nd all subsequently purchased, to the
States in which theyTT?,"gratuitou»'y or tor a nomi¬
nal price.

To counteract thi/ movement, which at that time
met with no favor n Congress but which has since
been substantially adopted in the system of partial
grants, Mr. CtAT introduced his well-known dis¬
tribution bill/ which was passed by Congress on

the 2d day of March, 1833, by a vote of 24 to 20
in the Senate, and 9tf to 40 in the House of Repre¬
sentatives. This bill President Jackson refused to

approve, and it did not become a law, the popular
will, as indicated by the vote of the House, to the
contrary notwithstanding. Some of the "Western
members did not hesitate to avow the purpose of
eventually appropriating to the States in which

they He all the public lands, and one of the most

eminent of them declared that after the census of
I860 the power to do so would be irresistible. The
fulfilment of this menace is almost complete, and
after the census of 1860 the old States will be ut-

teriv powerless unless they unite cordially for their
pompon protection.

The whole amount of money which would have

giae into the Treasury of Virginia, under the pro¬
visions of Mr. Clay's land bill, from 1832 to 1839,
a period of seven years, would have been four million
three hundred and sixty-nine thousand one hun¬
dred and sixty-nine dollars, or for each year seven

hundred and twenty-eight thousand one hundred
and ninety-four dollars.
On September 4.1841, an act was passed to appro¬

priate the proceeds of the sales of the public lands
amongst the several States. The first section pro¬
vided that from and after the 31st December, 1841,
there should '. be allowed and paid to each of the
( States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Alabama, Mis-
. souri, Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, and
< Michigan, over and above what each of 'the said
' States is entitled to by the terms of the compacts
( entered into between them and the United States,
< upon their admission into the Union, the sum of
1 ten per centum upon the nett proceeds of the
1 sales of the public lands, which, subsequent to
1 the day aforesaid, shall be made within the limits
i of each of said States respectively."

After deducting the said per centum, the residue
of the nett proceeds was to be divided amongst the
then twenty-six States of the Union and the Dis¬
trict of ( olumbia, and the Territories of Wisconsin,
Iowa, and Florida, according to their respective
federal representative population, as ascertained by
the last census, (1840,) to be applied by the Legis¬
latures of the said States to such purposes as the
said Legislatures might direct, provided that the
d itributive share to which the District of Colum¬
bia shall be entitled should be applied to free schools
or education in some other form, as Congress misrht
direct. In the sixth section of the act there was a

proviso that if at any time there should be an impo¬
sition of duties consistent with the act of March 2,
1838, beyond the rate of duty, (twenty per centum,)
fixed by that act, the distribution should be sus¬

pended until this cause should be removed. *

The proceeds were thus divided for one year,

and accepted by all the States, we believe, ex¬

cept Virginia. The Legislature of that State re¬

fused to receive the forty thousand dollars for that
year, (a much smaller atm than the average would
have been had the law been continued,) on the
ground that it was an attempt on the part of Con-
grew to corrupt the people of the State by gifts
from the Federal Treasury.
By the operation of the act of Auguat 4, 1842,

to provide revenue from imports, &c., the distri¬
bution of the nett proceeds of the public lands
among the States was-suspended. The proceeds of
the lands up to and including the 1st of January,
1839, amounted to tibraivm of . 867,227,520
The following *uxn> once received:

la 1839 the sua ot a $7,076,447
8,292,683
1,865,627
1,386,797
897,818

Tftt.r rzZrti... 3,328,642
1,688,959
1,859,894
2,352,305
2,043,239
1,667,084
8.470,798

11,497,049
8,917,644

Total to July 1, 1356 $122,311,274
Of this grand total, if now distributed under Mr.

OLA'i b land bill, the fetate of V irginia would re¬

ceive the handsome sum of nine million* three

HUNDRED AND THIRTY-SEVEN THOUSAND SEVEN
HUNDRED AND SEVENTT-THREE DOLLARS, (omit-
ting fractions.) This sum, divided by thirteen,
would give for each Congressional district in Yir
ginia seven hundred and eighteen thousand two hun-
dred and ninety dollars.

lo bring the subject more directly home to the
people, we present another view of the distribution.
The total Federal population of Virginia, by the
census of lboO, was one million one hundred and
five thousand fivs hundred and forty-four, counting
three-fifths of the colored population. Apportion
the foregoing sum of $9,337,773 amongst the seve¬

ral counties of the State and the result will be ar,
follows :

Accomac $126,575
Albemarle 161.721
Alexandria 76,320
Alleghany 27,313
Amelia 58,925
Amherst 88,483
Appomattox 61,221
Augusta 188,859
Barbour 70,397
Bath 24,583
Bedford 167,836
Berkel/ 93,239
Boon* 26,724

Louisa $106,288
Lunenburg 73,829
Madison 62,342
Marion 88^745
Marshall 85,332
Mason 58,963
Matthews 40,336
Mecklenburg 120,621
Mercer

^ 34/J76
Middlesex 28,700
Monongalia 103^627
Monroe 82,334
Montgomery 65,408)

Botteto rt 111.854 Oforgan 2&'6"'0
BrwtoT 37,730 t* snsomond
Brojke. _

Brunswick 8b,920
Buckingham 85,699
Cabell 51,868
Campbell 158,461
Caroline 116,811
Carroll 49,292
Charles City 32,822

8
8,091

New Kent 38,236
Nicholas 32,974
Norfolk 236^099
^rthampton 48,490
Northumberland... 47,611
Nottoway 50,'306
0hi° J 50,758

Charlotte 86,346 Orange 64 40-3
Chesterfield 117,031 Page So'oftft
Clarke 49,469 Patrick 72j984
Culpeper 79,513
Cumberland 59,833
DinwiJdie 186,536
Doddridge 23.125
Elizabeth City 31,166
Essex 61,978
Fairfax 77,232
Fauquier 139,119
Fayette 32,813

Pendleton 47,755
Pittsylvania 197,499
Pocahontas 29 393
Powhatan o0,'l03
Preston 98 399
Prince Edward 74,200
PrinceGeorge 47,518
Prince William.... 58^355
Princess Anne 53,329

Floyd 53,000 Pulaski 88'i43
1 luvanna fis AA.fi Putnam do'eqc

Raleigh 14,'789
Randolph 43,473
Rappahannock .68,634
Richmond 44 545
Ritchie 32^906
Roanoke 62,342
Rockbridge 120,'l 14
Rockingham 161,957
Russell 97'115
Scott 83^304
Shenandoah 112 225
®mJth 64,' 673
Southampton 88,593
Spottsylrania 98,855
Stafford 55,686
Surry 36,251
Sussex GO, 196
T'^or 44,528
Taxewell 80,138
TJ'ler ... 46,294
Warner 43,599
Warwick 9;865
Washington 115,841
WaJue 39,545
Westmoreland 52,358
Wetxel 36.107
wirt 29,899
Wood..., 78,322
Wyoming 13,'683
Wythe 93,432
York : 30,457

Fluvanna 63,448
Franklin 107,648
Frederick 124,101
Giles 53,093
Gilmer *. 29,114
Gloucester 67,849
Goochland 65,517
Grayson 54,588
Greenbrier 79,859
Greene 32,155
Greenville 34,427
Halifax 168,655
Hampshire 112,952
Hancock 34,258
Hanover 100,578
Hardy 75,148
Harrison , 97,318
Henrico 301,313
Henry 62.950
Highland 34,384
Isle of Wight 63,813
Jackson 55,061
James City 25,406
Jefferson 113,221
Kanawha 118,'518
King and Queen... 66,126
King George 35,083
King William 56,151
Lancaster 30,085
Lee 83,922
Lewis 833 339
Logan 30^288
Loudoun 162,844
We refer to \ irginia, in this case, because a

large portion of the public domain was her munifi¬
cent gift to the Union, and because her politicians
are quietly looking on whilst the condition of the
trust is totally disregarded and perverted. But the
people themselves, we perceive, are taking the mat¬
ter in hand, and this brief notice may give them
something for calm reflection at their firesides.

Among the departures in the next steamer for Europe
we see announced;the names of M. and Madame Gauldeee
Boilliac, who leave us for a far distant home in the
East. M. Boillbac has been named to Calcutta, a post
of distinction and responsibility ; and, judging from the
ability and amiable courtesy with which he has filled the
post of Chargy d'Affaires near our own Government, we

are confident that his Imperial Majesty could not have
selected a gentleman whose learning tod varied attain¬
ments better qualify him for the representative of France.
His accomplished wife, the daughter of one of our most

distinguished statesmen, will leave a void in our social
circles, but by her talents will lend an inoreased interest
to her husband's mission. We sincerely wish them bon
voyagt, with ever-continued health and prosperity !

Ohio a*d Mississippi Road..The Vincennes Gazette
of the Nth instant says that the last rail between Vin¬
cennes and Mitchell, on the Ohio and Mississippi road,
was to be laid on that day. About twelve or fifteen
miles of traek are yet to be laid between Mitchell and
beymour, and then there will be a continuous and almost
air-line road between Cincinnati and St. Louis, and tho
whole distanee will be travelled in ten or twelve hours.

GENERAL NEWS LETTEj
FROM OUR NEW YORK CORRESPONDENT.

New York, March 21,1857.
The correspondence of New York journals re

ceived by the steamship Tennessee conto1.
mass of information in detail as to the state
fairs at Nicaragua, but nothing to indicate any%
terial change, either for better or worse, in the r
sition of Gen. Walker and his followers. On *

side of the Isthmus Col. Lockridge does not
to hare made any progress in his effort to fQM
way up the river, and Col. Titus, of Kansas
riety,.from whom so much aid was anticipated, ]
retired in disgrace. On the Pacific aifje, alt&n
two or three engagements are reported Walk'
prospects had not improTed, as he waa atiilhemmeai
in by his enemies, and was threatened wi&i revolt!
in hia own ranks. The arrival of the
Saratoga at San Jaan- de| Norte is
being peculiarly acceptable to the
though it is intimated, that, her
ed to follow a ccHpii of "-i!.

pyif**
* As t^e Ten-

Tfl^SeeIna not touch at San Juan on her return trip
from Aspinwall, the Nicaragua dates only come
down to the 7th instant, so that the news is really
very little later than that previously received by
way of Havana.
A letter from Panama contains a rumor that Mr.

Bowlin, United States Minister to New Granada,
and Mr. Morse, the Special Commissioner, had
asked for their passports in consequence of the
terms they were authorized to propose for the set¬
tlement of the pending difficulties having been re¬

jected by the New Granadian'Cabinet. The writer,
without vouching for the truth of the statement,
says that it is just as likely to be true as not.
The Legislature of 'New Jersey has adjourned

without doing any thing to meet the advances of
this State in regard to a removal of the quarantine
establishment. Indeed, matters have been made
worse by the passage of a bill forbidding, under
heavy penalties, the anchorage of infected vessels
any where within New Jersey jurisdiction.
The French Consul General in this city officially

announces that the Government of the Emperor
has decided that the Universal Agricultural Expo¬
sition, which was appointed to be opened at Paris
on the 1st of June next, shall not take place this
year.

The footings of the recent election in New Hamp¬
shire have been about perfected, and show a majo¬
rity against the Democrats of 3,638 to 6,189 in
November last. The total vote of the State is less
by nearly six thousand than at the Presidential
contest, the falling off being perceptible on both
sides, although heaviest in the Republican ranks.

The Republican general committees of this city
are exercising themselves considerably in regard to
the late decision of the United States Supreme
Court, and at their next meetings manifestoes in
regard to the matter will doubtless be fulminated,
sub-committees having been charged with the pre¬
paration of the necessary resolutions. A propo¬
sition has also been started to hold a public meeting
on the subject at the Atademy of Music, but no
definite arrangement has been come to.

Dr. William Yates, who is claimed to have
been the first person to introduce vaccination into
?he United S\ii* .^xyJays since at his resi-'
d^n-trm X>u4go c* uaty,Hf!rar.s*"State, af the vene¬
rable age oi ninety years.

Private advices from Key West mention that a

part of a company belonging to the 5th regiment
United States infantry, under command of Capt.
Stephenson, had had a sharp encounter near the
Big Cypress Swamp with a party of Indians sup¬
posed to have been nearly a hundred strong. Five
soldiers were killed, and Lieut. Freeman was be¬
lieved to be mortally wounded; while the Indians,
who beat a retreat, left eight of their number dead
on the field.
A letter from Laguayra, Venezuela, reports the

arrival at Caraccas of Mr. Sandford, bearer of a

peremptory demand from Secretary Marcy upon
the Government of Venezuela to make reparation
to certain citizens of the United States for their
illegal expulsion from the guano islands in the Ca¬
ribbean sea. President Monegas is said to have
emphatically repudiated the demand. From the
same source we learn that Americans in Venezuela
were highly indignant at a clause in the recently-
negotiated treaty which rendered them liable to
the performance of military duty in the Venezuelan
service.

It appears that our custom-house authorities
have been rather " sold" in their recent seizure of
what they supposed was some two thousand dollars'
worth of diamonds and precious stones, further ex¬

amination showing that the treasures were mostly
pebbles, worth a mere trifle. The smugglers have
been discharged on their own recognizances.

New York, March 22.P. M.
A voluminous and very comprehensive report has re¬

cently been published by the Railroad Commissioners of
this State. Amongst other interesting statistics contain¬
ed in it are the following: That the dividends paid on

the completed roads throughout the State average 4 to 8
per cent, on the aggregate capital stock ; that the double
track laid is equal to nearly one-fourth of the whole
length of the roads, and the sidings to one-eighth ; that
the total number of locomotive engines is 735, of passen¬
ger and baggage cars 900, freight cars 7,500, and per¬
sons employed 18,012 ; that of the whole number of per¬
sons killed eight per cent, were passengers, thirty-one
per cent, employes, and sixty-one per cent, neither pas¬
sengers nor employes ; and that four-fifths of the passen¬
gers killed and one-third of those injured suffered in con¬

sequence of their own imprudence. A comparison of
the safety of railroad travelling on the roads of this State
and those of Great Britain during the last four years
shows that there were a greater number of passengers
killed and a less number injured upon our roads in pro¬
portion to the number carried than upon those in Great
Britain.
The steamship Black Warrior, from New Orleans via

Havana, arrived at this port last evening, after an un-

precedentedly short run from the former place of six
days and eleven hours, including six hours' detention at
Havana. It is stated that the expedition sent by Gov¬
ernment to the Keys on the south side of Cuba to report
upon the alleged guano discoveries there had made a
favorable report, both as ^ quantity and quality, and
the islands were forthwith to be opened to the commer¬
cial world.
Another evidence of the advancement towards self-re¬

liance which is continually going forward iu California
was received here by the last steamer, in the shape of
some samples of loaf-sugar, made at the San Francisco
sugar refinery, which are pronounced fully equal both in
color and crystallization to the best productions of the
refineries in the Atlantic cities. The company who have
erected this new establishment purpose getting their sup¬
plies of the crude article from Manilla, and to carry on
the business upon such a scale as to render California
independent ol the large supplies of refined sugarB which
she has hitherto drawn from th^Atlaatip markets.

% other important projects before our Legisla-
I i* one for the incorporation of a company to build a

Bal uniting Lakes Erie and Michigan, by which
er distance between Buffalo and Chicago will be
1 nearly a thousand miles. Immense advantages

td»imed for the enterprise, and justly so no doubt;
; is awork of two much magnitude to be undertaken

Another proposition of the same nature looks
construction of a canal from Rondeau harbor,
West, nearly opposite Cleveland, to the river St.

above the flats. The advantages of this scheme
l-ilutt it will open a safe channel between Lakes Erie
§||aron, and thereby prevent the serious losses and

which are continually occurring upon the St. Clair
i4»d the Detroit river, besides materially shortening
_ jftfltance between the two lakes. The citizens of

l in particular are exerting themselves in- this

of over six thousand dollars worth of raw

in this city a month, or two ago in
ftdmt o»wa^4 but, tkl|Biki *o the

detoctive police tystffs^ the ot tlf
**d (h.o guflt

tit to justice.\ New York, March 23.P. M.
The steamship Tennessee left here lo-day for Ai-

pinwjll, but although she touches at San Juan,
Nicaragua, it Is understood that she took out no

emigrants or recruits for that place, Walker's agents,
pending a settlement of the prosecution which has
been commenced ii\the matter, having discontinued their
efforts to drum up victims in these parts.

For the third time, aal that too after the vessel had
got to sea, the machinery of the United States steamer
Di#patch gave out, and Capt.. Berrtman and his survey¬
ing corps are still prevented by|these mishaps [from tak¬
ing their observations on the Gulf stream.
The drooping tone which has lately pervaded our

market for breadstuffs is being considerably aggravated,
by the resumption of navigation. There have been large
arrivals from Albany during the past day or two via the
Hudson river, and on our Corn Exchange this morning
prices of flour, wheat, and corn all gave way, the quota¬
tions, which are quite nominal, being lower than has been
the case for some time past. The absence of any foreign
demand has probably more to do with the depression
than the increased supplies.
A letter from Great Salt Lake city states that Judge

Stiles, a Mormon United States Judge in Utah, having,
as previously reported, taken a bold stand against the
nefarious designs of the Mormons, and in support of
law and justice, had been cut off from the church, and
his office was subsequentlp broken into and all the books,
papers, and the records of the United States Court were

taken out and publicly burnt.
Incendiarism is running rampant just now on Statem

Island, much to the alarm of the inhabitants of that
usually well-regulated locality. About a week ago a fire
broke out in a mysterious manner and consumed half a

dozen small houses, and during last night no less than
four fires occurred within a short distance of each other,
destroying quite a number of dwellings, and entailing
serious losses upon the occupants, who are ill able, to
bear them. The people are aroused to a sense of their
danger* and are making strenuous efforts to discover ithe
offenders. j\
Within the past two days three clipper ships, whi^h

left Shanghai at the same time, have arrived at this p<* .'

a reina rkable inslanee of even sailjng.
" V "f̂

riioaWmll^ocVatio principles by promising to
stw the West Point cadetsliip in his gift on some scl^in he public schools of his district.the selection
quiified applicants to be made by lot.

New York, March 24.P. M!
The advices from Liverpool added to the depression in

or breadstuffs market which I alluded to in my last,
arl caused a decline in flour equal in some cases to
tvanty-five cents per barrel, and in wheat and corn totvCor three cents per bushel. At the present rate of
retrogression the standard of 1851-'52 would be speedily
reached, butjfhe presumption is that a check to the down¬
ward tendency will soon be interposed.
The storeiiip Supply is about ready to start for the

Brazil statidn, and will probably sail in the course of a

week or so. 1 She takes out a mail for the squadron on

that station
The boile :s of the United States steamer Dispatch are

pronounced ^corrigible, and the projected observations
on the Gulf Stream by Capt. Berrtman are for the pre¬
sent abandoned. Capt. B.'s destination is now the coast
of Newfoundand, whither he will proceed shortly in the
steamer Fix*i, for the purpose of making surveys for the
landing of tlL transatlantic telegraph cable, &c.

Gen. WoeI having visited the State capital to-day,
both brancles of the Legislature seized the opportunity
to pass complimentary resolutions upon him, and invit¬
ing him to t|e privileges if their respective chambers.

It is statii that, in view of the late frightful catastro¬
phe at thj railroad bridge near Hamilton, Canada, a

thorough reexamination of the various railroad bridges
and other hgh structures and embankments on the roads
in this Sifce has been instituted.a movement which
must be regarded with satisfaction by the travelling
community! York, March 25.P. M.

In our'; State Assembly to-day the concurrent
resolution* in favor of the amendment of the con¬
stitution sc as to abolish the property qualifications
in regard to colored voters, which have already pass¬
ed the Senate, were, after a debate, adopted by a
vote of seventy-five against twenty-seven, the nays
being all Democrats. The Bred Scott case doubt¬
less brought about the unauimity which actuated
the Republicans in this matter; but their action is by no

means indicative of the voice of the people, which will
have to be pronounced at the ballot-box to render the
resolutions of any avail.
The New York appointments, as unofficially announced,

appear to give very general satisfaction, qualified of
course by the murmuring of the disappointed and their
friends. Much political animosity has been evinced
against the gentleman who is designated for the collec-
torsliip. which is attributable to the unwavering promi¬
nence he assumed in the ranks of the Hardshells ; but,
setting this aside, the choice of the Executive appears to
be very acceptable, and the duties entailed upon the in¬
cumbent will unquestionably be discharged in an efficient
and energetic manner.

A letter from Marseilles, dated the 4th instant, states
that the barque Adriatic was still detained at La Ciotat
by'the French authorities, who had attached both vessel
and freight at the instance of the company which owned
the steamship Lyonnaise. The question of the right of
the courts to assume jurisdiction in the matter had not
been determined, but was to be tried in the course of a

few days. American shipmasters at Marseilles are said
to be highly indignant at the seizure.
A new half-million canal loan was awarded at Albany

yesterday, but, although the^aggregate bids for the loan
reached about two millions, only a small preniium, aver¬

aging 1.88 per cent, was realized.
An officer of the far-famed Zouaves, Capt. De La Ri¬

viere, who went through the Crimean campaign, gave
hii experiences in the shape of a lecture last eveaing be¬
fore a large and intellectual audience. The lecturer,

.who was attired in the picturesque uniform (of the corps
to which he was attached, and who spoke the English
language with considerable fluency, proved iimself fully
equal to the task he had undertaken, and awoke a great
deal of enthusiasm in the audience, so much so indeed
that when he had concluded an impromptu meeting was

organized, Gen. Sandford presiding, and resolutions
thanking the leeturer for the pleasure he had afforded
and inviting him to deliver other lectures on the subject
were unanimously adopted.
The ship Southampton, which left here to-day for Lon¬

don, took out all the paraphernalia and the employes,
biped and quadruped, for an American'circus exhibition,
with which it is expected to astonish the Europeans. The
scheme has been organized upon a grand scale, and in¬
cludes a numerous company of Indians obtained from the
Cattaraugus reservation in this State.
Baron De Stokckl, the Russian Minister to Washing¬

ton, is at present sojourning in this city.
New York, March 26.P. M.

A defalcation to the extent of forty-five thousandllfliMOiyered in the accent* off
ler o£ the *Tew Yotk .!e%rtr&V Railroad

Company; but as the company hold ample se¬

curity the loss will not fall upon them. The de¬
faulter has held various State office*, his last one hav¬
ing been that very important and responsible position,
Superintendent of the Banking Department, and he has
hitherto enjoyed a high character for integrity and hon¬
or. An examination of his accounts shows that the ir¬
regularity has all occurred within the last four months;
but what has led to it has not yet been explained.
The Republican Central Committee of this city, at a

special meeting last evening, adopted a series of resolu¬
tions in which they declare their dissent from the obiter
dicta of Justices Tanbt, Daniel, Wats*, Catron, and
Campbell in their recent opinions in the case of Dred
Scott, declaring that Congress has not the constitutional
power to prohibit slavery in the Territories of the United
States: and not only do they dissent from such dicta,
but they do also.declare, with Justice McLean, that they

' will not regard itthat the opinion can have no bind¬
ing effect as a precedent upon the Court itself, nor upon
any other court, nor upon any other department of the
Government, as^it is opposed to the decisions of both
State and national courts, to the principles of the Eng¬
lish common law, and also to justice and humanity,
while it has given aid and countenance to a sectional po¬
litical controversy, and impaired the general confidence
with which the decisions of the Supreme Court have been
hitherto regarded.

That pride of the Hudson, the steamer Isaac Newton,
while on her passage up to Albany on vTuesday night,
ran aground during a thick fog near Caldwell's, and
now lies head on a rock in a dangerous position, with
the water over her promenade deck. Her passengers,
freight, and cabin furniture were taken off in safety by
other steamers, and a powerful floating derrick with
some five or six hundred empty casks were sent up the
river to-day to aid in getting her off. The Newton is a

four-decker, measures over four hundred feet in length,
and is valued at about a quarter of a million dollars.
As yet she has sustained but slight damage, and her
owners are in hopes of having her afloat and again in
running order in the course of a few days.
At an auction sale of valuable oil paintings to-day the

portraits of President* Madison and Monroe, painted
elilbert Stuart, were sold for $560 each. They are

companif-ns of ths three other of ore v

.bUnis, .VLicb were fiestroyeu by the b»1rnir.g'of iiie
Congressional Library at Washington a few years since.
Some choice landscapes by American and English artists
were knocked down at prices ranging from $300 to $700
apiece.

NAVAL INTELLIGENCE.

A letter to New York from Genoareports the arrival ai
that port, on the 28th ultimo, of the United States steam¬
er Susquehanna, the necessity for her presence at Naples
having apparently ceased. The United States ship Con¬
gress was likewise at Genoa, and had been visited, on the
invitation of the Commodore, by the Grand Duke Constan-
tine of Russia and suite, the scene being one of much j
brilliancy and cordiality.

It is stated that during the recent cruise of the steam-

frigate Merrimac thirty cases of yellow fever occurred
on board, five of them proving fatal. Purser McBlair
was among the victims.
About live hundred men are at present employed in

the Philadelphia Navy Yard. The machinery of the
Princeton is being removed, in order to adapt her as a

receiving ship, instead of the Union, sunk some time
since. The Minnesota steam-frigate is almost fit for ser¬

vice. The Saranac is still on the dry-dock, and her re¬

pairs, when complete, will have rendered her almost a

new vessel. The Preble will be sent to Annapolis as a

school-ship, to accommodate the pupils of the Naval
School, as soon as her repairs are complete. A new

steamer for the lighthouse board is in course of con¬

struction, and one for the Coast Survey is in contem¬

plation.
'

FLORIDA NEWS.
We have received our Jacksonville exchanges of Thurs¬

day morning. Accounts from Fort Myers of the 9th in$
stant report a skirmish with a small band of Indians
and Lieut. Freeman, United States army, with sixty
men. Lieut. Freeman himself was wounded. Four
others were wounded, four killed, and four drummer
boys missing. This includes three different engagements
with Indians on'the part of Lieut. Freeman and a relief
detachment under Li^ut. Archer. Twenty Indians were

seen at one time, and it is supposed they were one hun¬
dred in all at that place, and resolved on desperate fight¬
ing. Capt. Stevenson, from Fort Keats, set out on the
10th, and would be joined soon by Gen. Harney and
escort, to seek the Indians in their camps. Additional
details are anxiously expected, as it is believed the hid¬
ing places have been discovered..Charleston Courier.

Good Advice eadlt Received..Governor Gardner.
of Massachusetts, in his recent proclamation for the an¬

nual State Fast, made the following excellent sugges¬
tions to the clergy:
"May those called to minister at God's altar, impressed

with the truth that national transgressions can only be
cor-rected by removing individual sins, abstain from po¬
litical discussions and secular considerations."

This suggestion, says the Boston Atlas, is " not receiv¬
ed by the public in a manner complimentary to his Ex¬
cellency and quotes paragraphs from several papers
in illustration of the fact. Nevertheless it is eminently
iust. Men are much more willing to humble themselves
for the sins of others than for their own. With the
Pharisee's pride they can lament the condition of "this
publican," but have no conception of the fact that in the
sight of God he is a better man than they. Rebuke is
often most needed where it is least acceptable.

[Journal of Commerce.
There are now sixteen schooners en route to Richmond

(Ya.) fi'om Baltimore. The trade between the two cities
must be very extensive to justify the employment of so

many vessels, to say nothing of the two fine steamers re¬

gularly plying between the two porti.
A TTiiH belonging to Christian Stouffer, and rented to

John Hoover, situated on the Antietam creek, between
Leitersburg and WaynMboro', (Md.) wftidestroyed by fire
on Saturday night last, with 6,000 bushels of wheat and
100 barrels of flour. There wa« ao iMaranto.

A WEEK LATER FROM EUROPE.

The steamer Europa arrived at Halifax yester¬
day with London and Liverpool dates to the 14th
instant. The following is a telegraphic summary
of her intelligence:

ENGLAND.
Excited by electioneering movements, it is believed that

Lord Palmerston "will*earry a small majority. He con¬

tinues to receive adttiVsses of confidence.
Notice has been'gtfen in the House of Commons of a

motion of inquiry respecting the present relations with
the United States, and Lord Elgin has given a similar
notice in the House of Lords.
The Earl of Clarendon stated, in answer to a ques¬

tion, that the Persian treaty was most satisfactory. The
Persians were to evacuate Herat within three month* af¬
ter the ratification, whereupon England would immedi¬
ately evacuate the Persian territory. All future dis¬
putes between Persia and Afghanistan be referred
to tj&e arbitration of England. Loud PaJswi¦1V c / e

to&rrto fftit -tTie treaty -wtct In all'resfVcs better a

Persia had offered to accept at Constantinople.
Mr. Labouchere said that the most recent advices in¬

dicated tranquillity in the northern ports of China
In reply to a question concerning the Danish Sound

dues, the Chancellor of the Exchequer said that the trea¬

ty about to be signed gave satisfaction to all the rowers
interested.
The Earl of Elgin has accepted the special mission to

China.
FRANCE.

The Neufchatel conference progresses slowly.
The monthly statement of the Bank of France shows

an increase of bullion of upwards of 23,000,000 francs.
An exchange of notes on the Chinese difficulty had

taken place between England and France.

SPAIN.
Spain was quiet. The preparations for the invasion

of Mexico continue on a large scale. It is thought that
the operations will be limited to the blockade and bom¬
bardment of Vera Cruz, and will not embrace the landing
of a military force. The Espana, the Government organ,
demands that France and England shall request the Unit¬
ed States to remain neutral. It was rumored that Na¬
poleon offers to mediate on the part of Spain. Meantime
the ships are ordered to cruize off ^ era Crui. It was

also reported that France and England declined to guar¬
anty to Spain the island of Cuba in the event of hostili¬
ties. A special Mexican Minister had arrived at South¬
ampton on his way to Madrid for the purpose of arrang¬
ing the difficulties. In the mean time the war programme
contemplates bringing Santa Anna from his retirement
and sending him to aid in the capture of Vera Cruz.

TURKEY.
The Sultan has presented to France the Church of the

Nativity and the Palace of the Knights of St. John s, at
Jerusalem.

RUSSIA.
The Circassians have again beaten the Russians on tho

banks of the Laba, driving them across the river w::h a

loss of four hundred men, field pieces, and baggage 1 be
Russians are seeking to take possession of the Chut ta,
whose sovereign had demanded protection Oi the Suit in.

Russia is also seeking to occupy the Khannate of oa-

kand, with a view of extending its frontiers to the Eng¬
lish possessions.

FOREIGN MARKETS7 -

*
Liverpool, March 14..Cotton closed quiet, with an

average business, but no quotable change. Sales if the
week 48,000 bales, including 2,500 on speculation and
5 500 for export; estimated on Friday 6,000 ba.es.'

Breadstuffs were very dull, with a declining tendency.
Quotations were nominal. Western Canal flour was
minted at 28s. a 29s. ; Baltimore and Philadelphia 80s. a
31s and Ohio 30s. a 31js. Wheat was dull; red 7Js. a

8J.., and white 83s. a 9Js. Corn, mixed 32Js.. white
84£s. a 35s., yellow 33js.
Money is decidedly more stringent. Consols 931 <or

money, and 93J a 93f for account.

Baltimore Market.
Baltimore, March 27..The flour market was very

quiet to-day. Howard street was offered freely at $5.75
without purchasers; City Mills brought $5.75. Rye
flour nominal at $3.50 a $3.75. Cornmeal. city $3.25,
country $2.75. Wheat, white, good to prime $l.o0 a
<51 55 - choice $1.62. Corn, 60 a 62 cents for both white
and vellow. Oats 43 a 44 cents. Rye without sales.
Whiskey 26 a 27 cents.

New York Market.
New York. March 27..Cotton has advanced I a }-c ;

Orleans middling 14*, uplands middling 14c. fair up-
lands I4ic. Flour: State $5.75 a S5.85: Ohio $0 a
eg 50. Southern $6.20 a $6.50. Wheat, Southern white
<51 58 a SI.60. Pork, mess $24. Beef. $16 a $1t.23.
Lard barrelled 14| cents. Whiskey, Ohio 28 cents.

Sugar, Havana 9£ cents. Coffee, Rio 10 a 111 cents.

Spirits of turpentine 46 cents. Rosin $1. Rice 4
a 4| cents.

Baltimore Cattle Market.
Baltimore, March 27..Beef cattle continue firm.

There was a fair supply at market yesterday, some <-><.->
head being offered at the scales, 160 of which were driven
to Philadelphia, 75 to Washington. 25 were left over un¬

sold, and the balance (415 head) were taken up by Bal¬
timore butchers at prices ranging from $4.J> 10 $b
per 100 pounds on the hoof, equal to $8.50 a $11.5'.- nett,
and averaging $5.12* gross. There were only a few
head sold at the outside rate. Hogs are coming lorwurd
freely, and prices have given way. They have been cell¬
ing for some days past at $8.50 a $9.25 per 100 potinda
nett. Sheep are still selling at $o a $b.50 per 100
pounds.

^-

IMPROVEMENT IN PRINTING PRESSES.

We had the pleasure last week of witnessing a pre ir.i-

narv experiment, with a full-sized model, of an wpp-irstus
for turning the sheet and printing it upon the *ec»nd
aide before it leaves the press. The apparatus, which is

simple and clearly practicable, is attached to one c! Hoe s
celebrated "Lightning Printing Presses." used in the
New York Sun establishment. It is the invention of Air.
Moses S. Beach, the editor and proprietor of the Sun. by
whom it has been patented in Europe as well as m this

In it's operation there is no checking or reversing .. e

ordinary movements of the press. A double or twin set
of fingers, which shut against each other, are so arranged
as to grasp the back or tail end of the sheet beiore it
leaves the printing cylinder, and after the first impres¬
sion is taken. The sheet, thus held fast while the cylin¬
der continues to revolve, is drawn in again for the second
impression, and thus the feeding the sheet by hau l tne
second time or fifty per cent, of the labor now require
is saved, and. practically, the sheet is printed on both sides
at once.two forms instead of one being placed upon tne

PrNor, it seems to us, does the improvement end here.
The difficulty of feeding the sheets in the first piece by
machinery is not insurmountable. Jt can be done y
cutting them from a roll, if in no ^thftr way, and then
the feeding would necessarily accurate t.,an it
can be by hand. Spoiled eheets from irregular feedm
as well as "packets." would be almost unknown
full speed which the press is capable of could be main¬

tained. and uniform "register" and uniform work weujd
be the rule. Thus, too, folding and counting machine*,
which are now comparatively useless, might be brongkt
10
We regard it as a most important and valuable improve¬

ment..Scientific American.

Death or a VETKB.vs.^The New Orleans papers re¬
cord the death of Philemon- C Wederstrandt, ^.,aeed 78 vears. The deceased was a native of ^oeen
Anne's county, (Md.) and first yfeited Louisiana in oo^mand of a naval force dispatched by the Federal Govern¬
ment to intercept and arrest Aaron Burr on his oom em-

plated expedition. He raided m the parish of Plaque
none for a period of forty years..Bun.


